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Cory Watson Attorneys $25 Million Nissan Faulty Brake 
Verdict Upheld by California Supreme Court 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (May 16, 2019) - The California Supreme Court has denied Nissan’s petition to appeal 

a $25 million verdict that Cory Watson Attorneys helped secure in a lawsuit blaming faulty brakes for a 

car crash that killed three people and caused a wrongful manslaughter charge. 

 

The case, Cruz v. Nissan North America, et al., case number BC493949, was originally tried in July 2017 in 

the Superior Court of California for Los Angeles County. The verdict was upheld on Wednesday, May 15, 

2019. This decision affirms the appeals court’s previous findings and makes the judgment final. 

 

At time of publication, this is estimated to be the largest verdict against Nissan North America regarding 

the brake defect case, and potentially the fourth largest verdict ever against Nissan North America. 

 

TopVerdict has ranked the verdict at #5 on their list of the Top 10 car accident verdicts in California in 

2017 and #15 on their list of the Top 20 verdicts in California in 2017. It is also ranked as #21 on the list of 

the top 50 plaintiff’s car accident jury verdicts obtained in the United States in 2017. 

 

“By appealing, Nissan unnecessarily stretched out the legal process for those families who have lost their 

loved ones in a preventable tragedy that never should have happened,” said principal Ryan Lutz of Cory 

Watson Attorneys. “Now, the family can rest in the knowledge that this case has finally reached its end.” 

 

The Los Angeles jury determined that the incident was 100 percent attributable to the braking system 

defect in the Infiniti QX56 SUV, and that Nissan was negligent in failing to recall the vehicle. 

 

“Our firm is willing to fight until the very end of the appeals process for our clients,” said principal F. 

Jerome Tapley of Cory Watson Attorneys. “The California Supreme Court confirmed what we already 

knew – that Nissan should be held accountable for dangerous products defects like faulty brakes.” 

 

“We hope this verdict inspires automotive manufacturers like Nissan to step up and take responsibility for 

the safety of their vehicles so that no one else is killed or injured because of a dangerous product defect 

they failed to reveal and recall,” said Adam W. Pittman of Cory Watson Attorneys. 

 

About Cory Watson Attorneys 

Cory Watson Attorneys is a nationally recognized personal injury law firm with offices in Birmingham, 

Alabama, and Nashville, Tennessee. The firm has recovered more than $2.7 billion for clients across the 

country. Attorneys are frequently at the forefront of major class actions and multidistrict litigations 
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involving dangerous pharmaceuticals and product liability, and are often appointed to leadership 

positions in national cases. Firm practice areas include Personal Injury, Product Liability, Class Action, 

Asbestos, Business & Commercial Litigation, Dangerous Pharmaceuticals, Defective Medical Devices, and 

Environmental/Toxic Torts. To learn more, visit www.CoryWatson.com. 

 

* No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services 
performed by other lawyers.  


